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Intervention by multinational corporations in Colombia has led to grave
violations of human rights, and infringements of the Colombian people’s
economic, social and cultural rights. In particular, powerful economic elites,
including U.S. multi-national companies have helped to create paramilitary
groups that work in conjunction with Colombia’s military to provide “security”
for multinational companies” operations,

Corporate “security” and the creation of paramilitary groups

In the 1980s U.S., British security agencies, working with Texaco Petroleum
Company, Colombian businessmen, ranchers, and drug traffickers, began to
create paramilitary groups to lend “security” services lo transnational
companies’ operations in Colombia. Today 100% of the areas where mining
and energy sector companies operate are dominated by these paramilitary
groups, which collaborate with Colombian state security forces. Although
they claim to be combating the guerrillas, these paramilitary groups have
targeted social, political, and union organizations that have spoken out
against the looting of the country’s natural resources.

The effects of these policies on the civilian population

e 32% of Colombia’s municipios contain mining and energy projects, but 74%
of the country’s human rights violations and 68% of its forced
displacements have taken place in these municipios in the past 8 years.

» Over 520 massacres have taken place in these municipios, along with
selective homicides, which together have taken the lives of over 7,126
human beings. Today there are 3 million displaced peopie in Colombia;
about 2 million of these come from mining and energy municipios.



s 42% of human rights violations against workers in Colombia occur in the
mining and energy sector. Since the creation of paramilifary groups in
Magdalena Medio, over 68 members of the petroleum workers union USO
there have been assassinated. A union leader is assassinated every 6 days
in Colombia. In the past 18 years over 4,000 have been assassinated.

Drommond

*With the commencement of Drummond’s coal explorations in the Cesar
Province of Colombia in the early 1990’s came the first massacres, the first
displacements and selective homicides in the Cesar Province. And, shortly after
Prummond commenced mining operations in the Cesar Department in mid-
1990’s, the military / paramilitaries took control of the mining zone, the adjacent
region, and the area where the railroad was built to carry the coal from the mine
to the port. According to a high-ranking Colombian military officer who

was quoted anonymously, it was when Drummond began operating in the Cesar
Department that the paramilitaries began aggressive operations. See, “It’s The
Real Thing: Murder: U.S. Firms Like Coca-Cola Are Implicated In Colombia’s
Brutality.” Aram Roston, The Nation, September 3, 2001.

*These observations were further corroborated by Amnesty International,
writing in 1997, which reported that “’disappearances,” extra-judicial killings,
and other human rights violations continue to be reported as the security forces
have increased their presence and paramilitary organizations have been set up
and consolidated in the region, sometimes with the support of powerful
economic interests.” Hacienda Bellacruz: Land, Violence & Paramilitary Power,
Amnesty International, February 1, 1997. One such powerful economic interest
in the Cesar Department - indeed, the largest one, accounting for over 1/3 of the
Colombia’s entire coal exports, is the Drummond Company.

*As an official for Funtramienergetica, the federation of mining unions in
Colombia, I have assisted the Sintramienergetica union in bargaining with
Drummond. While bargaining, [ have had occasion to enter Drummond
property on a number of occasions. I myself have witnessed paramilitaries on
Drummond property these occasions, patrolling the area around the mine, the
nearby towns and the road which Drummond uses to transport workers and
coal. Steven Dudley, a journalist now working for The Miami Herald, reported
that paramilitaries had told him that they maintained a base on Drummond land
in order to protect Drummond property and personnel. See, “War In Colombia’s
Gil Fields,” The Nation (August 5, 2002). This fact has been corroborated by
numerous workers that I have talked to at Drummond.



*Again, Amnesty International reported in 1997,

“The systematic viclation of human rights against members of popular
organizations. . . in the Department of Cesar corresponds to a national strategy
of undermining organizations which the [state] security forces deem to be
subversive. ... Many violations of human rights in the region are committed in
order fo advance and protect the interests of economically powerful sectors.
Labeling anyone who dares to challenge the interests of powerful economic
sectors as subversive . .. and then targeting them for human rights violations,
provides a means for those sectors to protect those interests.”

“For its part, Drummond followed the usual procedure which multinationals
follow to eradicate labor unions and other social groups in the region. To wit,
Drummond signed an agreement with the Colombian military - in this case, the
Popa Battalion of the Colombian Army - to protect its interests in the Cesar
Department with 300 armed soldiers. Drummond did this full well knowing
that signing this agrecment was tantamount to signing an agreement with the
paramilitaries as the Popa Battalion is notoriously aligned with the paramilifaries
in the region, with the commander of the Popa Battalion, Colonel Hernan Meija,
now under indictment for his paramilitary ties. In addition, through a trusted
company official, in this case retired army Colonel Luis Carlos Rodriquez who
acted as chief of security for Drummond until recently, Drummond coordinated
the activities of both the military and paramilitaries, supplying military and
paramilitaries alike with vehicles, fuel, food and other equipment. See,
“Darkness in The Mines,” Semana, March 24, 2007 (attached hereto).

*In this case, the results of this relationship between Drummond and these
repressive forces were predictably deadly. Thus, 6 union members of
Drummond have been killed since Drummond began operations in the 199('s.

*Most shocking were the murders of top leaders of the Drummond union,
Sintramienergetica, Valmore Locarno, Victor Orcasita & Gustavo Soler by the
AUC. Valmore Locarno, the union president, and Victor Orcasita, the union
vice-president, had been threatened for months by the AUC paramilitaries. They
communicated these threats to Drummond and asked if Drummond could
permit them to stay overnight in the mines after their shift ~ an accommodation
given to U.S. personnel and some Colombian subcontractors - so that they would
not after travel the dangerous, paramilitary-controlled roads at night.
Drummond repeatedly denied this request.



*On March 12, 2001, the company bus Valmore and Victor were riding (and only
their bus) home from work was pulled over by AUC paramilitaries. The
paramilitaries boarded the bus, asked for Valmore and Victor by name, told
them that they were there to solve a problem that they had with Drummond, and
forcibly removed them from the bus. The paramilitaries shot Valmore on the
spot, in front of the other workers, then dragged Victor away. He was found
later -- dead, and with visible signs of torture.

*“El 12 de marzo de 2001, el bus en que viajaban Valmore y Victor (y solamente
ese bus) fue interceptado por paramilitares de la AUC. Los paramilitares
subieron al bus y preguntaron por Valmore y Victor. Les explicaron que estaban
alli para resolver un problema que tenian con la Drummond, v los bajaron
torzosamente del bus. Procedieron a asesinar en el lugar a Orcasita y llevarse
secuestrado a Locarno, quien apareceria muerto, con indicios de tortura, horas
después.

*After these murders, Drummond Ltd. President, Augusto Jimenegz, told the
workers in 2 separate meetings that, “the fish dies who opens his mouth” - a
clear threat to anyone who speak of what they knew about the murders. Mr.
Jimenez admitted at deposition that he never investigated these murders.
Further, according to Rafael Garcia, who I have met with personally on a couple
of occasions, he witnessed Mr. Jimenez make a payment fo a paramilitary
representative of Jorge 40 (the top AUC leader in Cesar) about a week before the
killings, and that Mr. Jimenez explicitly stated that the money was in exchange
for the killing of Valmore & Victor. This testimony has been corroborated
recently by another witness - Alberto Visbal.

*Después de estos asesinatos, el presidente de Drummond Augusto Jiménez les
dijo a los trabajadores en dos reuniones que “muere el pez que abre la boca” —
una clara amenaza en contra de cualquiera que se atreviera a hablar sobre Io que
sabian de los asesinatos. Segtin Rafael Garcia, con el que me he reunido
personalmente varias veces, él fue testigo de que el Sr. Jiménez entrego dinero a
un representante del paramilitar Jorge 40 (el maximo dirigente de las AUC en
Cesar) una semana antes de los asesinatos. Garcia dice también que el Sr.
Jiménez declar6 explicitamente que el dinero fue entregado para cometer esos
asesinatos. Fste testimonio ha sido confirmado recientemente por otro testigo—

Alberto Visbal.

*Gustavo Soler took over as President of the union some time later and began
petitioning himself for further safety accommodations for union leaders. Again,
these requests were denied by Drummond. In August of 2001, Mr. Soler told the
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